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PLEASE PASS RODMAN/ADAMS/BORG EOR SECRETARY KISSINGER 

1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT CARL ROWAN COLUMN, FRIDAY, MARCH 
14, WASHSTAR HEADLINED "DUMB DIPLOMATIC MESS." 

2. IT IS WITH SORROW, EVEN DISMAY, THAT I REPORT THAT MY 
MODEST EEFORTS TO PLAY PEACEMAKER BETWEEN HENRY KISSINGER 
AND THE CONTINENT OF AFRICA HAVE TURNED OUT TO BE ANOTHER 
MINOR DEBACLE. 

3. AND MOSTLY BECAUSE THE SUSPICIONS AND RESENTMENTS OF 
AFRICANS WHO HAVE BEEN IGNORED AND NEGLECTED DURING ALL 
THE KISSINGER YEARS ARE RUNNING MUCH DEEPER THAN EVEN I 
IMAGINED. 

4. I WROTE A FEW DAYS AGO ABOUT A DISCUSSION IN WHICH 
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KISSINGER ADMITTED TO ME THAT HE HAD HANDLED BADLY HIS 
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EFFORTS TO MAKE NATHANIEF DAVIS HIS ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS. AT MY URGING, KISSINGER DECIDED 
THAT THE AFRICAN AMBASSADORS OUGHT TO BE TOLD WHAT HE 
HAD TOLD ME: THAT DAVIS HAD BEEN HIS CHOICE TO BECOME 
UNDERSECRETARY WHEN JOSEPH SISCO LEFT, EXCEPT THAT SISCO 


DECIDED NOT TO LEAVE, AND DAVIS THEN BECAME HIS CHOICE 
AS THE MAN MOST QUALIFIED TO SHAKE UP THE AFRICAN BUREAU. 

5. KISSINGER MENTIONED RUEFULLY THAT HE WAS LEAVING FOR 
THE MIDEAST, BUT WOULD ASK HIS DEPUTY, ROBERT INGERSOLL, 

TO CALL THE AFRICAN ENVOYS IN AND GIVE A FULL EXPLANA- 
TION. 

6. ON HIS RETURN, HE SAID, HE WOULD MEET WITH THE 
AFRICANS AND THEN CALL IN AMERICAN BLACKS TO SPELL OUT 
HIS INTENTIONS WITH REGARD TO AFRICA. 

7. INGERSOLL CALLED THE AFRICAN DIPLOMATS IN. THE 
FIRST REACTION HE GOT WAS THAT SOME RESENTED BEING 
SUMMONED SO SUDDENLY. THEY WERE NOT AWARE, OF COURSE, 

THAT KISSINGER HAD TOLD INGERSOLL THE MATTER WAS URGENT. 

8. THE SECOND UNPLEASANT REACTION, VOICED BY ONE AFRICAN, 

WAS THAT KISSINGER HIMSELF HAD NOT TALKED TO THEM. WHY, 

THE AFRICANS ASKED, WOULD KISSINGER DEVOTE WEEKS TO 
ROAMING THE MIDDLE EAST, YET NOT BE ABLE TO SPEND 10 
MINUTES EXPLAINING TO AFRICANS AN APPOINTMENT VITAL TO 
THAT CONTINENT? 

9. ADD TO THIS A VERY POISONOUS RUMOR: THAT KISSINGER 
PROPOSED DAVIS AS AMBASSADOR TO NIGERIA, THEN ZAIRE, AND 
BOTH COUNTRIES TURNED HIM DOWN. SO KISSINGER, IN A 

FIT OF PIQUE, THE RUMOR HAD IT, SAID TO HIMSELF, 'T'LL 
FIX 'EM. I'LL PUT DAVIS IN CHARGE OF THE WHOLE CONTINENT”' 

10. ONE ANGRY AMBASSADOR CAME TO ME TO STATE THAT CHRON- 
OLOGY AS FACT. KISSINGER'S AIDE, LAWRENCE S. 

EAGLEBURGER, AND INGERSOLL HAVE SAID TO ME, WITH THEIR 
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REPUTATIONS FOR HONESTY RIDING ON IT, THAT THE RUMOR IS 
TOTALLY FALSE. I BELIEVE THEIR ASSERTIONS. 

1 1 . THIS IS THE KIND OF RUMOR THAT FEEDS ON ITSELF UNLESS 
THE PEOPLE WHO CAN KILL IT DO SO. I AM HAPPY TO SAY 

THAT NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR JOHN M. GARBA STATES CATEGORICALLY 
THAT DAVIS NEVER WAS PROPOSED, OFFICIALLY, AS AMBASSADOR 
TO HIS COUNTRY. THE AMBASSADOR OF ZAIRE APPARENTLY CANNOT 
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UNDERSTAND MY FRENCH AND HAS YET TO ANSWER MY INQUIRY. 

12. YET, THE RUMORS CONTINUE WITHIN THE AFRICAN DIPLO- 
MATIC CORPS. 

13. MAYBE THERE IS NO SOLUTION TO WHAT HAS TO BE THE 

DUMBEST DIPLOMATIC MESS SINCE I CAME TO THIS TOWN 14 YEARS 
AGO. PERHAPS TOO MUCH "FACE" IS INVOLVED FOR THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT TO WITHDRAW THE NOMINATION OF DAVIS, AND TOO 
MUCH PRIDE AND RESENTMENT ARE INVOLVED FOR AFRICANS TO 
THROW OUT A WELCOME MAT TO A MAN WHO DESERVES SOMETHING 
BETTER THAN THE PARIAH ROLE HE NOW CARRIES. 

14. PERHAPS KISSINGER HIMSELF STILL HAS ENOUGH DIPLOMATIC 
MAGIC TO RESOLVE THE SITUATION. ONLY HE, IT SEEMS, CAN 
PREVENT OUR RELATIONS WITH AFRICA DRIFTING FROM BENIGN 
INDIFFERENCE TO MUTUAL CONTEMPT. (END TEXT.) INGERSOLL 
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